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Introduction

These guidelines are the result of
collective action taken by the Public
Defender's  Office  of  Audience
Rights since 2014 to promote the
communication rights of people
deprived of their liberty and to discuss
media representation of incarceration.
Throughout these years, the activities
led by the “La Comunicacién desde
Adentro” work line (“Communication
from inside”) in correctional facilities all
across the country, under the Directorate
for Training and Promotion, deserve
special  recognition. Likewise, the
contributions of journalists, members of
social organizations, workers of public
institutions and researchers, among
others, havebeen essentialtothe creation
of these guidelines. Their contributions
have been gathered from several
workshops on the topic, organized by this
Office between 2018 and 2022. Another

important source of information behind

these guidelines were the conclusions
reached by the Monitoring of Broadcast
Television Newscasts within the Buenos
Aires Metropolitan Area program ("“Qué es
noticia para los noticieros de TV abierta”),
conducted by the Directorate for Analysis,

Research and Monitoring of this Office.

The data gathered by said Monitoring
program was confirmed by all the
work done regarding the violation of
rights detected in different complaints
presented to the Directorate for the
Protection of Rights. As part of the
complaints, the public has expressed
worry over news coverage that deny,
misinform and are ignorant of the rights
that people deprived of their liberty have.
Moreover, interventions by members of
civil society during the public hearings
held by this body since its creation add

new perspectives to analyze these topics.

The Monitoring of Broadcast Television

Newscasts within the Buenos Aires



Metropolitan Area program, conducted

by this Office since 2013, shows
the marginalization of news about
incarceration and people deprived of
their liberty. This trend can be seen
across the years, except for the year
2020, during which the reporting on
this topic grew slightly, an uptick that
could be explained by the COVID-19
pandemic and the spotlight set on the
sanitary situation in prisons. Another
recurrence detected by the Monitoring
was that prisons are in the news only
when crimes are committed within
them. This reinforces stigma and pushes
other relevant issues to the background
(human rights violations, women'’s
situation and motherhood, the physical

state of the facilities, among others).

It is important to keep in mind the media’s
social responsibility and its capacity to

convey issues that aren't usually given air

time but require governmental attention.
Aresponsible and respectful approach can
help integrate people deprived of their
liberty into the media in a sustainable way,

beyond exceptional appearances.

Understanding that people deprived of
their liberty have rights contributes to
their appearance in the media without

stereotypes and stigmatization.

In  turn, communicating from this
perspective gives the public access
to accurate information on the topic,

ensuring their right to information.

These guidelines are another piece of

literature to make this possible.

1 News regarding incarceration and people deprived of their liberty are part of the “Police and public safety” category.
Except in 2020, they represent less than 1% of all news in that category between 2018 and 2021 (0.7% of 4996 news
in the category in 2018; 0.6% of 4642 police related news in 2019; 2% of 1422 police related news in 2020; and 0.4%

of 3034 police related news in 2021).




The restrictions to the freedom of
incarcerated people is only related to
movement, that is to say, their freedom
to go wherever they wish. This restriction
does not affect their access to other
rights. The State is obligated to ensure
humanrightsarerespectedwithin prisons
(the rights to life, physical integrity,
food, sanitation, public education, work,
information and expression, health,
among others). Thus, learning and
spreading information on incarcerated
people’s rights and the State’s obligation

to ensure them is essential.

Regional and global human rights

protection systems have agreed on the

Learn and spread
information on the rights
of people deprived

of their liberty

special responsibility of the States as
guarantors of the rights of the people in
their custody. As the entity responsible
for prison facilities across our country,
the Argentine State has to guarantee
each person deprived of their liberty
their rights to life and to a decent
standard of living. It is its obligation to
guarantee their health and ensure their

physical integrity.

The State has to provide protection
to prevent torture, cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,

sexual violence and physical punishment.

It also has to ensure these people’s right



to adequate food and potable water
to consume and clean themselves, to
prevent violations to their physical
integrity. On the other hand, ensuring
their right to work, education, recreation
and freedom of speech constitutes an
essential obligation, too. It is important
not to talk about the observance of these
rights in the case of people deprived of
their liberty as “exbenses” or “a waste
of public funds”. Such expressions only
legitimize the violation of detained

people’s rights.

Finally, regarding historically endangered
groups and communities such as women,
lesbians, gay people, trans and travesti
people, the vyouth, disabled people,
indigenous people and migrants, among
others, it should be kept in mind that
the State has specific duties to them, to
properly approach their situation in case

of incarceration.

On a national level, the Execution of
Custodial Sentences Act No. 24,660
(and its amendment, Act No. 27,375)
recognizes that people deprived
of their liberty retain access to
any other rights unaffected by
their sentence or the law and its
consequent regulation (section
2). Additionally, it protects such
rights with no discrimination or
distinction in terms of race, sex,
language, religion, ideology, social
position or any other circumstance
(section 8). It also establishes that
the execution of a sentence shall
be exempt of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment (section 9).
This Act recognizes the rights to
hygiene, food, housing, clothing,
information and petitioning,
work, education, health, exercise
of religion, and social and familial
relations, among other fundamental
rights (sections 58, 62, 63, 64, 65,
66, 106, 133, 143, 153, 158).




Avoid covering news about
rights of people deprived
of their liberty describing
them as “privileges”

or "excessive concessions’

It is important that news coverage
presents the exercise of rights as such, to
avoid communicating false or negative
information about the people deprived
of their liberty and protect the audience’s

right to information on the topic.

Then, for example, when communicating
something related to parole or different
modalities of execution of a sentence,
as contemplated under the progressive
reintegration framework of our prison
system (sections 6, 7 and 12 to 31 bis
of Act No. 24,660), these should be

explained and recognized as rights, not

privileges. We refer here to conditional

release, semi-freedom, provisional

parole, assisted parole, among others.

The media should keep in mind the
principleof progressivityzofthesentences
and the importance that it be ensured
during the execution of any sentence
(sections 6 and 7 of Act. No. 24,660).
Additionally, the reception of payment in
exchange for labor as guaranteed by the
right to work tends to be communicated
as a privilege and it becomes the target
of criticism,

speculation and biased

comparisons. Thus, its nature as a right

2 The idea of progressivity is related to the objective of a gradual social reintegration of incarcerated people.



is ignored and so are the provisions

established by labor standards regarding
the regulation of reception and allocation
of salaries (section 121 and concordant

norms of the mentioned act).

News coverage must highlight that
ensuring the exercise of these rights

within prisons is a State obligation, aimed

The words chosen build and project
meaning over people and their realities.
People are not prisoners, they are
imprisoned:incarcerationis notadefining
quality of their person. Therefore, it
is advisable to use expressions like
“people deprived of their liberty” and

“incarcerated people”, which accurately

at successfully reintegrating incarcerated
people into the “outside world”, not a
concession nor a benefit (Act No. 24,660;
UN Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners: the Nelson
Mandela Rules; Principles and Best

Practices on the Protection of Persons

Deprived of Liberty in the Americas).

Use respectful,
non-stigmatizing language

describe the deprivation of liberty as a
circumstantial condition these people are
goingthrough.Negative and stigmatizing
name-calling should be avoided, such as

|H "
I

“criminal,” “crook,” “delinquent,’ etc.




News coverage should refrain fromtelling
stories framing people deprived of their
liberty as “lost causes”, “irrecoverable”,
“tainted” or able to “taint” those around

them. This kind of terminology creates

“Avoid the reproduction
of socially discriminatory
common sense

rejection, social fear, and promotes the
idea that incarceration is an unavoidably

irreversible condition.

Respectfully incorporate
the voices of people
deprived of their liberty

INto news coverage

People deprived of their liberty have the
right to express themselves in the media,
just like any other citizen. Interviewing

them and amplifying their voices helps

build plurality. However, it is important to
take any necessary precautions to avoid
having exposure affect other rights or

potentially putatrisk theirintegrity. Thus,




~itis indispensable to: explain the purpose
of the interview and its conditions (audio
recording, etc.); ask adult interviewees
if they wish to conceal their identity
(personal information, voice and image)
and mandatorily do so when interviewing
minors; andlistenattentively, respectfully
and empathically, caring for the personal
and emotional needs of the interviewee.
It is also important to have interviews
show not only personal stories but also
collective action, typical of organized
life within prisons, such as aid work and
communal activities, independently

organized sport training, written and

radio productions, etc.

How can you request an
interview with a person
deprived of their liberty
in custody of the Federal
Penitentiary Service?

* Once consent of the incarcerated
person is obtained, the defense
attorneyhastorequestauthorization
to conduct the interview from
the relevant Sentence Enforcement
Judge.

* Said authorization has to be
presented before the National
Directorate = of the Federal
Penitentiary Service, which in turn
sends the information to the director
of the facility where the would-be
interviewee resides, who also has to

authorize the interview himself.

* However, incarcerated people have
the right to communicate with the
media, uncensored, in written form

or through phone calls.

Source: Decree No. 1136/97. Reglamentation
of ChapterXIl‘Social and Familial Relationships’
(sections 158 to 167) and related norms.
Communication Regulations for Incarcerated
People. Iftheincarcerated person of interestis
in custody of provincial penitentiary services,
regulations for the corresponding jurisdiction
should be consulted.




Offer accurate information
regarding the stage in the
proceedings that the people
mentioned in the news

are currently going through

Journalists should have the necessary
(and properly confirmed) information
to describe the type of crime charged
and the stage in the proceedings that
the people involved in the covered news
are going through. They should clarify

whether the person has been deprived of

their liberty as a precaution (preventive
custody or pretrial detention) or after a
final judgement (as a convicted person),
and they should avoid using any terms as
synonyms if they imply different things

within judicial proceedings.

Preventive custody or pretrial detention should be, as described in the

norms, an exceptional action, and it should only take place when enough ele-

ments are presented to show a certain level of flight risk or possible obstruc-

tion of the proceedings.

The defendant is the person that the judge has indicted, as long as there are

enough convincing elements to estimate the existence of a crime and the pos-

sibility that said person was involved in it.

Convicted people are people that have been declared guilty of a crime on a

final judgment.




An important step to provide accurate
information on the topic and prevent
the violation of rights is to consult
ask the authorities

official sources:

and judicial agents, such as the public

It is important to provide trustworthy

figures and statistical data about
incarcerated people and their main
issues, to avoid reproducing common
sense ideas such as “they're in through
one door and out through the other
one”, “prisons are full of foreigners”
“prisoners are better paid than retired
people”, “barely freed and they're already

committing crimes again.”

3 SNEEP Executive Report 2021, available, in Spanish, here:

defender or the defense attorney, the

public prosecutor’s office or the relevant
court’s office, about the stage of the

proceedings and the investigation.

Contextualize
information

For instance, official data shows that
95% of all people deprived of theirliberty
are Argentine and over two thirds have
not been previously convicted for other
crimes. Additionally, of all convicted
people, only 5% have been granted
parole, 1.2% are under a semi-freedom
regime and only 5.1% have seen their

sentences reduced:.

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/2022/10/informe_sneep_argentina_2021 2.pdf



https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/2022/10/informe_sneep_argentina_2021_2.pdf

Usually, people deprived of their liberty
appearonthenewswhentheyareinvolved
in violent acts: escapes, riots or assaults,
raids in prison facilities. News coverage
tends to make a show of these events by
prioritizing pictures and headings focused
on violence which do not always include
contextualizing elements to understand
the causes of the event. Some examples
of such headings are: “Wild fight between

n

prisoners”, “Knivesoutintheward”, “Warin
the prison”, “Thisis how prisoners threaten
people”. It is important to note, also, that
these events are overrepresented, given
that official statistics show that 90% of
the people deprived of their liberty in our

country have never participated in any

4 See footnote n°2.

“Avoid making a show
and trivializing the news
about people deprived
of their liberty

type of disorderly conduct in prison, and

99.5% have never attempted to escape-.

Sensationalism should be avoided when

communicating about incarceration-
related topics; explaining the complexity
of the events and the responsibilities held
bythe Stateingeneralandthe penitentiary
specifically is advised. Moreover, when
reporting on alleged “riots”, it should be
considered that incarcerated people and
their relatives do have a right to protest,

just like any other citizen.



It is advisable to collect information from
the incarcerated people themselves,
from institutions, official bodies, social,
academicand humanrights organizations
and family associations in contact with
this population. Organizations that
represent both people deprived of their
liberty and their families should be
consulted, to include their perspective

on the events in question. Additionally,

Diversify sources

it is advisable to contact human rights
bodies and specialists in the topic, as well
as official bodies that are able to provide
trustworthy information and accurate
data on incarceration. This enables
media workers to check and compare the
information provided by the penitentiary

services, to avoid communicating a

biased perspective on the news.




News about people deprived of their
liberty can be a great opportunity to
spread socially relevant information,
such as the contact information of
organizations and bodies that people
can turn to in case of violation of
human rights in prison, statistical data
(number of detained people, stage of
the proceedings, nationality, gender,
number of detained people who
have access to education and work,
types of crimes, etc.), among others.
It is important to show incarcerated
people and their living spaces in a way
that provides information and allows
the general public to learn about

incarceration without stereotyping.

Provide socially relevant
information

How can you provide
media coverage

from within federal
penitentiary facilities?

e Authorization from the National
Directorate of the Federal

Penitentiary has to be granted.

 The person responsible for any
particular media has to sign a written
promise to implement distortion
techniques on any recorded pictures
oraudio, to preventtheidentification
of the detained people. They also
have to pledge not to mention any
sensitive information that might be
useful to identify someone during
coverage (personal stories, criminal
records, etc.).

Source: Decree No. 1136/97. Reglamentation
of Chapter Xl ‘Social and Familial
Relationships’ (sections 158 to 167) and
related norms. Communication Regulations
for Incarcerated People.




Glossary

Acquittal: Decision of a court to declare
a defendant not guilty and, therefore,
order their freedom, ceasing any

imposed restrictions.

Amparo or protective measure: A
prompt legal resource, established by the
National Constitution, that any person
can use (as long as there is no other
more suitable course of action) against
acts and omissions by public or private
authorities that may imminently result
in the arbitrary or openly illegal violation,
restriction or any other kind of threat
against rights and guarantees upheld by
the Constitution, treaties or laws. A judge
may declare the unconstitutionality of
the norm on which the damaging act
or omission is based (section 43 of the

National Constitution).

Appeal: A legal process to ask a higher
court to impugn, modify or nullify a

resolution or sentence.

Arrest: Provisional detention of a person
suspected of having committed a crime
or offense. In the National and Provincial
Procedure Codes, the term is also used
to describe the so-called “freezing of
the crime scene”, which happens right
after a crime subject to public indictment
has happened if the author, accomplices
and witnesses cannot be singled out and
urgent action is necessary to preserve

the investigation.

Assisted parole: The possible release of
a person deprived of their liberty three
months before the expiration of their
sentence in prison. It is regulated under

sections 54, 55 and 56 of Act No. 24,660.

Competence: Capacity to answer for
one’s actions. It is an attribute of human
beings whose mental faculties are intact
and who are free of any restriction in
their actions. It means the person is able
to understand what a crime is. It is a

precondition for guilt.




Conditional release: The possibility a

convicted person has of being released
early, byorderofajudge.ltmaybegranted
incertainsituations:toapersonsentenced
to lifein custody or prison who has already
served 35 years; to a person sentenced
to more than three years in custody or
prison who has served two thirds of
their time; and to a person sentenced
to less than three years in custody or
prison who has served either one year
in custody or eight months in prison,
having always respected prison normes.
Conditional release is granted under the
following conditions: the person has to
(1) settle to live wherever stated in the
release order; (2) respect the inspection
rules set by said order, particularly the
mandatory abstention from alcohol and
narcotics; (3) adopt, within the timeframe
set by the order, a trade, artistic role,
industry job or profession, in case they
had no previous means of survival; (4) not
commit another crime; (5) submit to the
supervision of a parole board established
by the relevant authorities; (6) submit

to medical, psychiatric or psychological

treatment if considered necessary and
useful by a board of experts. These
conditions, as well as any others added by
the relevant judge, have to be respected
by the convicted person until the
expiration of their sentence or, in case
of life sentences, for 10 years after being
granted conditional release (section 13 of

the Argentine Criminal Code).

Crime: The unlawful, guilty action that
constitutes a criminal offense. Only
those explicitly described in the Criminal
Code and any complementary laws may
be considered crimes. Some crimes
are labeled as intentional, committed
willfully and knowingly, while others are
investigated as negligent conduct, due
to lack of foresight or carelessness. The
Criminal Code lists crimes according to
the legal right affected in each case. For
example: crimes against people, against

honor, against sexual integrity.

Defendant: The person indicted by
a judge who has been presented with
sufficient evidence of an alleged crime and

the involvement of the person accused.



Detention: The provisional deprivation
of a person'’s liberty ordered by a relevant
authority. A legal detention occurs only
after the issuance of a judicial order or,
exceptionally, by police authorities. An
exceptional detention by police authorities
can take place when caught in flagrante
delicto or when there is reasonable
suspicion that a crime subject to public
indictment will happen or has happened.
In such cases, the detained person has to
be taken immediately before a relevant
judge and be allowed to communicate with

their family and a lawyer, or be provided a

lawyer if they do not already have one.

Discontinuous custody: A

type
of execution of a sentence where a
convicted person serves their sentence
by staying at a determined institution
following the principle of self-discipline,
in time fractions of no less than 36 hours,
trying not to overlap said period with the

person’'s working hours. It is regulated

under section 36 of Act No. 24,660.

Exemption from prison: A judge can

order an exemption from prison while the

defendant is free. Any person charged for

a crime can request it, at any stage of the
proceedings before preventive custody
is ordered. To decide, the judge has to
examine the characteristics of the alleged
crime and the personal situation of the
defendant. If they consider a conditional
sentence might be issued, they can
order the defendant's exemption from
prison. Exemption from prison can also
be applied in cases of private action and
when the alleged crime was committed
as an act of freedom of expression or as a
consequence of criticism in case of public
issues, in accordance with section 185 (a),
(b) and (c) of the new Argentine Criminal

Procedure Code.

Extradition: A procedure through which
a government (the petitioner) requests
that the authorities of another country
(the respondent) send back people who
are currently in their territory and who
have been charged for a crime in the
petitioner country. It is a diplomatic
process that occurs on the grounds

of preexistent treaties between the



countries involved or in accordance with

the principle of reciprocity.

Final judgement: It is an unappealable
sentence that cannot be reviewed by
any resources, whether because the
established period to present them has
concluded or because there are no more
resources left to impugn the judge’s
decision. Therefore, a “final judgement”

concludes the legal proceedings.

Habeas corpus: Legal action that can
be brought forward in case of an illegal
detention or enforced disappearance, or
when faced with the possibility of either
happening. It can be filed by the person
affected or by anyone in their stead. Its
objective is to have a judge determine
whetherthe detention was legal orillegal.
This resource tends to prevent cases of
abuse of authority. As stated in section
43 of the Argentine Constitution: “When
the right damaged, limited, modified, or
threatened affects physical liberty, or
in case of an illegitimate worsening of
procedures or conditions of detention, or

of forced missing of persons, the action

of habeas corpus shall be filed by the

party concerned or by any other person
on their behalf, and the judge shall
immediately make a decision even under

state of siege.”

Indictment: The act through which
the public prosecutor’s office requests
the start of a trial once concluded the
preliminary investigation, based on the
evidence gathered during said stage of
the proceedings, to consider and evaluate
whether a crime has been committed. An
indictment has to include the information
to identify the accused person; a clear,
precise and detailed connection to the
punishable act attributed to them; the
grounds for the accusation, including
the evidence supporting it; a precise
enumeration of the applicable legal
norms and their correlation to the act and
the accused person’s intervention; an
overview of the evidence to be brought
forward; and the proposal of an estimated
sentence, to be considered by the judge,
the court or the jury. If the judge accepts

the indictment, after a control hearing,



they will send an order to proceed to trial,
following sections 241, 246 and 247 of the

new Argentine Criminal Procedure Code.

Lack of admissible evidence: A
resolution by the judge who, after
receiving the statement of the defendant,
determines that there are not enough
probatory elements regarding the
alleged crime or the defendant’s liability
for it. If the defendant is in custody, they
are freed, regardless of the continuation

of the investigation.

Legal guarantee: Any norm passed in
protection of fundamental rights. It is
relatedtothe needto protectorsafeguard
the right to life, personal integrity and
freedom in the face of the punitive power
held by the State. That is to say, it is the
legal protection that society offers to
individuals to ensure the safeguarding of

their rights.

Life sentence: Also known as life
imprisonment. It refers to a custodial
sentence for an indefinite amount of time

as punishment for committing a crime.

Despite what the name might imply, a

person convicted to life in prison can be
granted conditional release. To receive
such benefit, they have to serve for 35

years first.

Oral proceedings: The main part of the
criminal procedure, where the conflict
that originated the procedure is finally
resolved (although it can be revised
later on). The main characteristics are:
1. Orality: it is, essentially, an oral, not
written, form of communication between
the parties. Given its importance, it
works as an instrument to ensure the
rest of the principles of oral proceedings:
if they develop orally, people need to
be present (immediacy) and the form of
communication makes monitoring by
others possible (public setting); 2. Public
setting: it refers to the fact that the
perception and reception of evidence, its
examination and any interventions by
the parties occur in the physical presence
of the parties and members of civil
society, seeking absolute transparecy;

and 3. Immediacy: it is a basic condition



of the proceedings to find “the truth”,

as all communication and evidence are
exhibited in the presence of all the people
involved in the trial and, specially, the
mandatory presence of the person who

will pass sentence.

Pardon: Mercy exceptionally granted by
the Head of State, which allows a person
to be relieved of their sentence, whether
fully, partially or by commuting it for a
more benign one. Severe human rights

violations cannot be pardoned.

Preliminary statement: The first
statement given by the alleged culprit
of a crime to the Court, to establish
their identity and find out their level
of participation in the alleged crime
they are accused of committing. The
only other participants allowed to
attend the declaration are the defense
attorney and the public prosecutor. The
defendant may refrain from making a
statement and they are not required
to take an oath to tell the truth nor can

they be forced to make a statement

against their will. The examining judge

has the authority to summon a person
to give a preliminary statement and,
to do so, they only need to see enough
evidence to have reasonable grounds for
suspicion of the person’s involvement in
a crime. The new Argentine Criminal
Procedure Code does not include the
figure of “preliminary statement” and
instead covers the “first statement of
charges”. For more information, see

“Defendant”.

Prescription:Incriminallaw, prescription
refers to the effect that time itself has
on acts and sentences. The prescription
of a criminal action is a possible cause of
extinction of the pursuit of the State to
punish a crime after a specific period of
time has passed since its occurrence. It is
a time limitation to the State's power to

punish crime.

Presumption of innocence: In criminal
law, a principle that states that every
person accused of any crimeis considered
innocent and must be treated as such, as
long as they have not been found guilty

by a relevant court or judge. Locally, it is



enshrined in the National Constitution

and several international human rights
instruments, such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
American Convention on Human Rights,
among others. It derives from what our
National Constitution states in section
18: “No inhabitant of the Nation may be
punished without previous trial based on
a law enacted before the act that gives
rise to the process.” Article 8.2 of the
American Convention on Human Rights,
which refers to legal guaranties, states
that: “Every person accused of a criminal
offense has the right to be presumed

innocent so long as his guilt has not been

proven according to law”.

Preventive custody: The deprivation
of a defendant’s liberty during the
development of the legal proceedings. It
is an exceptional precautionary measure
which can be applied in the failure of
others orin case less restrictive measures
prove to be insufficient. It can be ordered
depending on the severity of the

circumstances, the nature of the alleged

crime and the situation of the defendant,
which are examined to establish the
level of flight risk or possible obstruction
of the proceedings, as established in
the new Argentine Criminal Procedure
Code, section 185. It is based on the
likelihood that the defendant might
escape to avoid reaching the stage of
oral proceedings or the execution of an
eventual conviction; or that they might
obstruct the investigation in course. It
is not applicable: a) when, due to the
characteristics of the alleged crime and
the personal situation of the defendant,
a conditional conviction might be issued;
b) in cases of private action and; c) when
the alleged crime was committed as
an act of freedom of expression or as a
consequence of criticism in case of public

issues.

Previous trial: Section 18 of the
National Constitution establishes that no
inhabitant of the Nation may be punished
without previous trial based on a law
enacted before the act that gives rise to

the process.



Principle of progressivity of the

sentence: Progressivity permeates the
whole process a person goes through to
serveacustodial sentence, asordered bya
legal authority. Itisimplemented through
four stages or periods a convicted person
must complete. They are: 1. Observation
period; 2. Treatment period; 3. Testing
period; and, lastly, 4. The period in
which they can request a conditional
release. Advancing from one stage to
the next will depend on the completion
of the objectives set by the penitentiary
authorities for each period. As a person
“progresses”, they can request sentence
mitigations in terms of incarceration,
provisional parole and semi-freedom.
This is regulated under sections 6, 7 and
12 to 30 of Act No. 24,660 as well as under
Decree No. 366/99.

Prison release: The decision to free

an incarcerated person, whether
provisionally or permanently, by judicial
order, on bail or not. Release can happen
if: a) the defendant has remained in

preventive custody for the full term

requested by the representative of
the public prosecutor's office; b) the
defendant has spent in preventive
custody a period of time equal to
the prison time established by their
unconfirmed sentence; c) the defendant
has remained in preventive custody for
enough time that, if their case had a
final judgement, they would be allowed
to request provisional or assisted parole
(under section 191 of the new Argentine

Criminal Procedure Code).

Provisional parole: It allows a person
deprived of their liberty to leave the
facilities for 12, 24 and, in exceptional
cases, 72 hours, under conditions set
by the relevant Sentence Enforcement
Judge. Its objective might be related to
the improvement of familial or social ties,
the realization of educational activities or

the participationin pre-release programs.

Recidivism: An aggravating circumstance
for criminal liability as a result of a previous
conviction for another crime of similar
nature committed by the defendant, which

are registered in their criminal record. The



current Argentine Criminal Procedure
Code states in its section 50 that: “When a
person has served, either fully or partially,
a custodial sentence imposed by an
Argentine court and later on they commit
a different crime punishable with the same

type of sentence, there shall be recidivism’”.

Rejection of justice: The refusal of a
judge or court to examine a case brought
forward to them and issue a judicial ruling
to resolve it. It is a crime described in the
Argentine Criminal Code under sections
273 and 274, which protect the individual
and collective right to appeal to the courts

for safeguarding of people’s rights.

Self-defense: An act is considered self-
defense when a person, in defending
themself or another, commits an illegal
act but is not held liable for it before a
criminal court. The following requisites
must be met: 1) the person has to be
subjected to an illegal aggression, that is
to say, a legal right must be purposefully
endangered by another; 2) self-defense
must become a necessity and the means

used to respond to the aggression must

be reasonably proportional; and 3) the

aggression must not have been provoked
by the person defending themself.
It results in exemption from criminal
liability. When these circumstances are

met, there shall be no criminal sanction.

Semi-freedom: It enables the person
deprived of their liberty to work outside
the facilities without continuous
supervision, under the obligation of
returning to thefacilities after completing
their shift. It is regulated under section

34 of Act No. 396/99.

Summary trial: If the public prosecutor’s
office considers that the alleged crime
under investigation will be punished with
a custodial sentence for less than six (6)
years, a summary trial may be requested.
The defendant has to expressly accept
the facts in question and express
their conformity with the summary
proceeding. This proceeding may be
agreed on at any point between the first
statement of charges andthe prosecution

control hearing. Then, a hearing takes

place where the judge has to verify that



all legal requisites of the agreement are

fulfilled and, if admissible, they deliver a
verdict of guilty or not guilty. The judge
cannot pass a longer sentence than
agreed upon by the parties nor modify
its form of execution but they can pass a
shorter sentence (in accordance with the
new Argentine Criminal Procedure Code,

sections 288, 289 and 290).

Trial by jury: An imperative established
by the National Constitution (section 24),
oriented at ensuring civil participation in
the administration of justice. Althoughiitis
notyet enforced in the federal jurisdiction,
several provinces have established their
own regulations in recent years regarding
participation in trials by jury; some of
them are Cordoba, Neuquén, Chubut,
Buenos Aires, Mendoza, Rio Negro, San

Juan, Entre Rios and Chaco.



Official Consultation
Sources

The following is a non-exhaustive list of national, provincial, public and civil society

organizations as a possible source of reference for media coverage.

National Agencies

Comision de Carceles

Ministerio Publico de la Defensa

de la Republica Argentina

Tel.: (011) 4382-8634/1972/9731/7646
Adress: Hipdlito Yrigoyen 1180, 7th floor.
Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.

E-mail: comisiondecarceles@mpd.gov.ar

Comité Nacional para la Prevencion

de la Tortura

Adress: Parana 341, 1st floor.
Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.
Executive Director: Alan lud
E-mail: alaniud@cnpt.gob.ar,

presidencia@cnpt.gob.ar

Comisionado en representacion

de organizaciones no gubernamentales:
Gustavo Palmieri

E-mail: gpalmieri@cnpt.gob.ar

Tel.: (011) 3781-7230 / 3988-1680

Provincial contacts:

https://cnpt.gob.ar/datos-utiles/

Web page: https://cnpt.gob.ar/

Direccion Nacional

de Readaptacion Social

Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos

Humanos

Adress: Av. Espana 2591, 4th floor,
Sede Costanera Sur. Ciudad Autéonoma
de Buenos Aires.

Tel.: (O11) 5300-4000 internos
76780/78196

Web page:

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/justicia

Educacion en Contextos
de Encierro (ECE)

Ministerio de Educacion de la Nacion

Adress: Pizzurno 935. Ciudad Auténoma
de Buenos Aires.

Coordinador Nacional: Pablo Alonso
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E-mail: pablo.alonso@educacion.gob.ar;

maria.alonso@educacion.gob.ar, victoria.

paulesu@educacion.gob.ar
Tel.: (011) 4129-1000

Web page: https://www.argentina.gob.

ar/nivelesymodalidades/modalidad-de-

educacion-en-contextos-de-encierro

Procuracion Penitenciaria

de la Nacion

Direccion General de Proteccion

de Derechos Humanos

Exclusive Hotline for Complaints or
Denunciations for Persons Deprived of
Liberty: 0800 333 9736 // (011) 4124-7100
Casa Central

Adress: Av. Callao 25, piso 4, dpto. G.
Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.
Tel.: (011) 4124-7300/02

Fax: (011) 4124-7302

Direccidn de Delegaciones:

(011) 4124-7360

Direccion de Relaciones
Institucionales: Maria de los Angeles
Iriarte

E-mail: miriarte@ppn.gov.ar

Public information: transparencia@ppn.

gov.ar
Web page: https://ppn.gov.ar

Procuraduria de Violencia

Institucional
Ministerio Publico Fiscal

Adress: Juan Domingo Perdn 667, piso 2.
Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.

Tel.: (011) 6089-9054/9295 (fax) 6089-
9058/9059 (attention to detainees and
cases involving persons deprived of their
liberty).

E-mail: procuvin@mpf.gov.ar

Web page: www.mpf.gob.ar/procuvin

Secretaria de Derechos Humanos

de la Nacion

Adress: Av. del Libertador 8151. Ciudad
Autonoma de Buenos Aires.
Tel.: (011) 5300-4000

Web page: https://www.argentina.gob.ar/

derechoshumanos

Servicio Penitenciario Federal

Subsecretaria de Asuntos

Penitenciarios

Adress: Lavalle 2705. Ciudad Autonoma

de Buenos Aiires.
Te.: (011) 4964-8300

E-mail: consultas@spf.gob.ar
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Subsecretaria de las relaciones

con el poder judicial

y asuntos penitenciarios

Ministerio de Justicia

y Derechos Humanos

Adress: Sarmiento 239, piso 4.
Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.
Tel.: (011) 5300-4000 interno 76663 /
78359 / 78358

Provincial Agencies

Buenos Aires

Comision Provincial para la Memoria
Adress: Calle 54 N° 487. La Plata.

Tel.: (0221) 4262900

E-mail:
secretaria@comisionporlamemoria.org
Web page:

https://www.comisionporlamemoria.org/

Patronato de Liberados

President: Anibal Hnatiuk

Sede Central: Calle 72 /121y 122 N° 186.
La Plata.

Tel.: (0221) 457-8363/4154/4475/4480
Adress provincial de Regiones:

regiones@plb.gba.gov.ar
Web page: http://www.plb.gba.gov.ar/

Catamarca

Ministerio de Seguridad

Minister: Dra. Fabiola Segura

Web page: https://portal.catamarca.gob.
ar/ui/organismos/ministerio-de-seguridad

Chaco

Centro de liberados

Standardizing officer: Ariel Passamani
Subsecretary of Justice: Lourdes Polo
Budzovsky

Marcelo T. de Alvear 145. Resistencia.
Edificio: B, planta: 9, oficina n®: 6

Tel.: (0362) 4448005, int.: 8005

E-mail: sequridadyjusticia@chaco.gob.ar

Chubut

Ministerio de Gobierno y Justicia
Subsecretaria de Derechos Humanos
Sra. Carla Sanchez Galindo

Tel.: (0280) 4484351

E-mail: derechoshumanos@chubut.gov.ar

Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires
(CcABA)

Ministerio Publico de la Defensa
Direccion de Asistencia a las Personas
Privadas de la Libertad

Responsible: Emelina Alonso
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Tel.: Free line 0800-DEFENDER (33-336-

337), works 24 hs a day, 365 days a year

E-mail: defensoriageneral@mpdefensa.gob.ar

Programa Defensa de Violencia
Institucional

Responsible: Demian Zayat
Tel.: (011) 7091-3388

E-mail:

violenciainstitucional@mpdefensa.gob.ar

Patronato de Liberados de la Ciudad
Autonoma de Buenos Aires

Consejo de la Magistratura de la Ciudad
de Buenos Aires

Director: Gabriela Leonetti

Tel.: (011) 4014-5800, ext. 202528

Web page: https://consejo.jusbaires.gob.ar/

Cordoba

Direccion del Patronato del Liberado
Directora: Patricia Corvalan

Web page: http://www.cba.gov.ar/direc-

cion-del-patronato-del-liberado/

Corrientes

Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos
Humanos

Ministro: Juan José Lopez Desimoni
Tel.: (0379) 4476522

Web page: https://www.corrientes.gob.ar/

ministerio-de-justicia-y-derechos-humanos

Entre Rios

Direccion General del Patronato
de Liberados
Director General: José Morales

Web page: https://www.entrerios.gov.ar/

patronatodeliberados/

Formosa

Direccion de Patronato de liberados
y excarcelados
Tel.: (0370) 4436196

E-mail: patronatodelib@formosa.gov.ar

Jujuy

Servicio Penitenciario de Jujuy

Adress: Leandro Alem N° 250 B® Gorriti.
San Salvador de Jujuy.

Tel.: (0388) 4221413

La Pampa

Coordinacion de Politicas Socializadoras
de La Pampa. Ente de Politicas
Socializadoras

Directora: Monica Riquelme
E-mail: epsgeneralpico@lapampa.gob.ar
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La Rioja

Patronato de Liberadxs
Tel.: (0380) 4647422
Web page: https://www.facebook.com/

patronatoliberadoslarioja/

Mendoza

Servicio Penitenciario de Mendoza
Direccion General del Servicio
Penitenciario

Tel.: (0261) 4136100

E-mail:
serviciopenitenciario@mendoza.gov.ar
Other contacts:

https://www.mendoza.gov.ar/penitencia-

ria/contactos/

Misiones

Servicio Penitenciario Provincial
Adress: Barrio Cristo Rey Edificio Torredn
Tel.: (0376) 4458241 | 4458242

E-mail: spp_misiones@misiones.gov.ar
Neuquén

Direccion Provincial de Asuntos
y Politicas Penitenciarias
E-mail:

asuntospenitenciarios@neuguen.gov.ar

Direccion Provincial de Poblacion

Judicializada
E-mail:

poblacionjudicializada@neuqguen.gov.ar

Subsecretaria de Seguridad
Adress: Carlos H. Rodriguez 602.
Ciudad de Neuquén.

Tel.: (0299) 4495200, interno 2413
E-mail:

subsecretariadeseguridad@neuguen.gov.ar

Rio Negro

Instituto de Asistencia a Presos y
Liberados
Tel.: (02984) 639507

Web page: https://seguridad.rionegro.
gov.ar/?contlD=69263

Salta

Complejo Penitenciario Federal llI
“Centro Federal Penitenciario

Noroeste Argentino”

Adress: Ruta Prov. 113, Camino al Zapallar
Km. 3. Dpto Gral. Martin Miguel

de Gliemes.

Judiciales: (0387) 491-9831/3287/1031
Jefatura: (0387) 4912872

E-mail: judicialnoa@spf.gob.ar / secreta-
riacpf3@spf.gob.ar
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San Juan

Adress de Proteccion al Preso, Liberado y
Excarcelado
Tel.: (0264) 4223619

Web page: http://seguridad.sanjuan.gob.ar/

Servicio Penitenciario Provincial
Adress: Av. Benavidez S/N°, Las Chimbas.
Tel.: (0264) 4230221

San Luis

Ministerio de Seguridad
Tel.: 0266 445-2000

Mail: ministerioseguridad@sanluis.gov.ar

Web page: http://ministeriodeseguridad.
sanluis.gov.ar/

Santa Cruz

Direccion provincial

de readaptacion social

Director: Cinthya Aravena

Adress: San Martin N° 891. Rio Gallegos.
Tel.: (02966) 434009

Santa Fe

Patronato del Liberado
Director: Gustavo Paciaroni
Tel.: (0342) 4572408

Servicio Penitenciario de Santa Fe -

Direccion General
Adress: San Jerénimo 1170.
Tel.: (0342) 4572999

E-mail: secretariasedecentral@yahoo.

com.ar

Other contacts: https://www.santafe.gob.ar/

ms/spsf/establecimientos-penitenciarios/

Santiago del Estero

Ministra de Justicia y Derechos Humanos
Dra. Matilde O’ Mill

Subsecretario de Justicia:

Dr. Ramiro Santillan

Tel.: (0385) 4505000

Web page: https://mjusticia.sde.gob.ar/

index.php/autoridades/

Tierra del Fuego, Antartida e Islas
del Atlantico Sur

Patronato de Liberados y excarcelados
Director General: Hugo Zoraide
Web page:

https://www.tierradelfuego.gob.ar/

Tucuman

Patronato de Internos y Liberados
Director: Jesus Diaz

Web page: http://www.minsegtuc.gov.ar/
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Other asssociations

and organizations

Abogadas y Abogados del NOA
en Derechos Humanos y Estudios

Sociales (ANDHES)

E-mail: andhes@andhes.org.ar
Web page: https://www.andhes.org.ar/

Asociacion de Educadoras
y Educadores de Jévenes y Adultos

““‘Guanacache”. Mendoza

Web page: https://www.facebook.com/
epja.guanacache.mendoza

Centro de Estudios Legales
y Sociales (CELS)

E-mail: comunicacion@cels.org.ar

Web page: https://www.cels.org.ar/web/

Colectivo cultural “El Puente, arte
y cultura”. La Plata
E-mail:

elpuentearteyvcultura@gmail.com

Colectivo transfeminista
y anticarcelario “Yo no Fui".
Cuidad Autonoma de Buenos Aires

E-mail: info@yonofui.org.ar

Web page: https://yonofui.org.ar/

Cooperativa Esquina Libertad. Ciudad
Autonoma de Buenos Aires
Self-managed productive enterprise
made up of persons deprived of liberty,
released prisoners, family members and
unemployed persons.

Tel.: (O11) 6144-0936

Web page: https://esquinalibertad.coop.ar/

Direccion de Control y Asistencia
de Ejecucién Penal (DCAEP)
Adress: Alsina 1418, piso 2.

Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires.
Tel.: (011) 2474-3934

E-mail: dcaep@pin.gov.ar

Grupo de Estudios del Sistema Penal
y Derechos Humanos (GESPyDH)

del Instituto Gino Germani

(Sociales - UBA)

E-mail: gespydh@gmail.com

Web page: http://gespydhiigg.sociales.uba.ar

Observatorio de Practicas

del Sistema Penal (OPSP)

de la Asociacion Pensamiento Penal
Receives complaints and claims

E-mail: info@observatorioapp.org

Web page:

http://www.observatorioapp.org/
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ONG Mujeres Tras las Rejas. Santa Fe
E-mail:

ong.mujerestraslasrejas@gmail.com

Web page: https://www.facebook.com/

mujeres.traslasrejas.l

Organizacion “Atrapamuros,
Educacion popular en carceles”.
Buenos Aires

E-mail:

atrapamurosencarceles@gmail.com

Web page: https://www.instagram.com/

atrapamuros/

Organizacion “De los muros

ala accion”. Buenos Aires

Tools for entrepreneurship in the context
of confinement.

E-mail: delosmurosalaaccion@gmail.com

Organizacion “Limando Rejas’.
Buenos Aires

E-mail: limandorejas@gmail.com

Web page: https://www.facebook.com/

UsinaLimandoRejas/

Radio FM La Tribu, programas

en contextos de encierro.

Ciudad Auténoma de Buenos Aires
Tel.: (011) 4865-7554

Web page: https://fmlatribu.com/

Rama de Liberadxs y Familiares

del Movimiento de Trabajadores
Excluidos (MTE-UTEP)

E-mail: ramaliberadosmteutep@gmail.com

Web page: https://mteargentina.org.ar/

ramas-liberados-liberadas-familiares/

Red Universitaria Nacional
de Educacion en Contextos
de Encierro (Red UNECE)

E-mail: rededucacionyencierro@gmail.com

Web page: http://redunece.ar/

Sujetadxs por el Arte, Proyecto
de extension de la Facultad de Cs.
de la Salud y Trabajo Social

de la UNMDP. Buenos Aires

Web page: https://www.instagram.com/

sujetadxsporelarte/

Voluntariado La Reja, Educacidn
popular en carceles. Buenos Aires

E-mail: voluntariadolareja.unlp@gmail.com

Web page: https://www.instagram.com/

lareja.unlp/
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